
A Century of Segregation: Race, Class, and
Disadvantage
Segregation, the separation of people based on race, has been a defining
feature of American society for centuries. From the Jim Crow South to the
redlining of urban neighborhoods, segregation has created and reinforced
deep inequalities that continue to shape the lives of millions of Americans
today.

This article examines the history and lasting impacts of segregation in the
United States, focusing on its roots in race, class, and power dynamics,
and its far-reaching consequences for communities and individuals. By
understanding the complex history of segregation, we can better work
towards creating a more just and equitable society.
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The origins of segregation in the United States can be traced back to the
colonial era, when African Americans were enslaved and subjected to a
system of racial hierarchy. After the Civil War and the abolition of slavery,
segregation was codified into law through the Jim Crow system of laws,
which enforced the separation of races in all aspects of public life, from
schools and hospitals to transportation and housing.

Jim Crow laws were enforced through a combination of legal and extralegal
means, including police brutality, lynching, and economic coercion. These
laws created a rigid system of racial segregation that permeated every
aspect of Southern society.

In the North, segregation was less formalized but still widespread. De facto
segregation, or segregation that exists without legal mandate, was
practiced in housing, education, and employment. Northern cities were
often divided into segregated neighborhoods, and African Americans faced
discrimination in accessing jobs, housing, and education.

The Impact of Segregation on Communities and Individuals

Segregation has had a devastating impact on African American
communities. It has led to concentrated poverty, high rates of crime and
violence, and poor access to quality education, healthcare, and other
essential services.

Segregation has also had a negative impact on the health of African
Americans. Studies have shown that African Americans living in segregated
neighborhoods have higher rates of heart disease, stroke, cancer, and
other chronic diseases. They are also more likely to be exposed to
environmental hazards, such as air pollution and lead poisoning.



In addition to its negative impact on health, segregation has also had a
negative impact on educational opportunities for African Americans.
Segregated schools are often underfunded and lack resources, and African
American students are more likely to be suspended or expelled from
school. As a result, African Americans are less likely to graduate from high
school and college than their white peers.

The negative impacts of segregation are not limited to African Americans.
Segregation has also contributed to racial disparities in wealth, income, and
employment. White Americans are more likely to own homes, have higher
incomes, and hold better-paying jobs than African Americans. This gap is
due in part to the legacy of segregation, which has created barriers to
economic opportunity for African Americans.

Segregation is a complex and deeply rooted problem that has had a
devastating impact on African American communities in the United States.
It has led to concentrated poverty, high rates of crime and violence, poor
access to quality education, healthcare, and other essential services, and
racial disparities in wealth, income, and employment.

The legacy of segregation continues to shape American society today. It is
a reminder of the deep-seated racism that has plagued our nation for
centuries. But it is also a call to action. We must work together to create a
more just and equitable society, where all Americans have the opportunity
to succeed.

Call to Action

There are many things that we can do to fight segregation and its negative
impacts. We can:



Support organizations that are working to dismantle segregation

Advocate for policies that promote racial equity

Challenge racism in our own lives and communities

Educate ourselves about the history and impacts of segregation

Work to create a more inclusive and welcoming society for all

By working together, we can create a more just and equitable society for all
Americans.

Additional Resources

NAACP: Segregation

ACLU: The History of Segregation in the United States

Southern Poverty Law Center: Hate Crime and Extremism in the
United States
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