
An Instruction Manual for Adopting
Standards-Based Grading Curriculum and its
Impact on Student Learning
Standards-based grading (SBG) is a grading system that assesses student
performance against a set of clearly defined learning standards. This differs
from traditional grading systems, which often rely on a combination of
effort, participation, and test scores to determine a student's grade. SBG
has been shown to have a positive impact on student learning, as it
provides students with clear feedback on their progress and helps them to
identify areas where they need to improve.
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This instruction manual will provide you with a step-by-step guide to
adopting SBG in your classroom. We will cover everything from developing
learning standards to creating assessments and grading student work.
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Step 1: Develop Learning Standards

The first step in adopting SBG is to develop clear and concise learning
standards. These standards should be aligned with your state's or district's
standards, and they should be specific, measurable, and observable.

When developing learning standards, it is important to consider the
following:

The grade level and subject area

The specific skills and knowledge that students should learn

The level of rigor that is expected

Once you have developed your learning standards, you can begin to create
assessments.

Step 2: Create Assessments

Assessments are an essential part of SBG, as they provide students with
feedback on their progress and help teachers to identify areas where
students need to improve.

There are many different types of assessments, including:

Formative assessments: These assessments are used to check
student understanding during the learning process. They can be used
to identify students who are struggling and to provide them with
additional support.

Summative assessments: These assessments are used to measure
student learning at the end of a unit or course. They can be used to



determine a student's grade and to inform future instruction.

When creating assessments, it is important to consider the following:

The learning standards that are being assessed

The level of difficulty

The amount of time that students will have to complete the
assessment

Once you have created your assessments, you can begin grading student
work.

Step 3: Grade Student Work

Grading student work is an important part of SBG, as it provides students
with feedback on their progress and helps teachers to identify areas where
students need to improve.

When grading student work, it is important to be fair and objective. You
should also provide students with clear and specific feedback on their work.

There are many different ways to grade student work, including:

Using a rubric: A rubric is a scoring guide that outlines the criteria for
assessing student work. Rubrics can help ensure that grading is fair
and consistent.

Using a checklist: A checklist is a simple tool that can be used to track
student progress on specific skills or concepts.



Using a portfolio: A portfolio is a collection of student work that can be
used to assess student progress over time.

Once you have graded student work, you can begin to track student
progress.

Step 4: Track Student Progress

Tracking student progress is an important part of SBG, as it helps teachers
to identify students who are struggling and to provide them with additional
support.

There are many different ways to track student progress, including:

Using a gradebook: A gradebook is a tool that can be used to track
student grades and attendance.

Using a data wall: A data wall is a visual display of student data. Data
walls can help teachers to identify trends and patterns in student
performance.

Using a portfolio: A portfolio is a collection of student work that can be
used to assess student progress over time.

Once you have tracked student progress, you can begin to make
adjustments to your instruction.

Step 5: Make Adjustments to Instruction

Making adjustments to instruction is an important part of SBG, as it helps
teachers to meet the needs of all students.



There are many different ways to make adjustments to instruction,
including:

Providing additional support to students who are struggling

Enriching the curriculum for students who are advanced

Changing the teaching methods that are being used

By making adjustments to instruction, teachers can help to ensure that all
students have the opportunity to succeed.

Conclusão

Adopting SBG can be a challenge, but it is a worthwhile investment. SBG
has been shown to have a positive impact on student learning, and it can
help teachers to meet the needs of all students.

If you are considering adopting SBG in your classroom, I encourage you to
start with small steps. Start by developing a few learning standards and
creating assessments for those standards. Once you have a system in
place, you can gradually expand to more standards and assessments.

With patience and perseverance, you can adopt SBG in your classroom
and help your students to achieve success.
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