
Beginner's Guide to Everything You Need for
Caring for Gerbils
Gerbils are small, furry rodents that make great pets for families and
individuals alike. They are active and playful, and they can be very
affectionate. If you're thinking about getting a gerbil, there are a few things
you'll need to do to prepare. Here's a beginner's guide to everything you
need to know about caring for gerbils:

Housing

Gerbils need a cage that is at least 30 inches long, 12 inches wide, and 12
inches high. The cage should have plenty of room for your gerbils to run
around and play, and it should have a solid bottom to prevent them from
digging out. You should also provide your gerbils with a hiding place, such
as a small house or a cardboard box.
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Bedding

Gerbils need a soft, absorbent bedding material that will keep them warm
and comfortable. You can use a variety of bedding materials, such as
aspen shavings, paper pellets, or shredded paper. You should avoid using
cedar shavings, as they can be harmful to gerbils.

Food

Gerbils are omnivores, and they need a diet that includes both plant and
animal matter. You can feed your gerbils a variety of foods, such as:

*

Gerbil food pellets

Fresh fruits and vegetables

Small amounts of cooked meat or chicken

Nuts and seeds

You should also provide your gerbils with a constant supply of fresh water.

Toys

Gerbils are very active animals, and they need plenty of toys to keep them
entertained. You can provide your gerbils with a variety of toys, such as:

*

Running wheels

Chew toys



Tunnels

Balls

You should rotate your gerbils' toys regularly to keep them interested.

Grooming

Gerbils are very clean animals, and they do not require much grooming.
You should brush your gerbils' fur occasionally to remove any loose hair or
dirt. You should also trim your gerbils' nails if they get too long.

Health Care

Gerbils are generally healthy animals, but they can sometimes develop
health problems. Some of the most common health problems in gerbils
include:

*

Respiratory infections

Skin infections

Abscesses

Dental problems

You should take your gerbils to the vet for regular checkups to ensure that
they are healthy.

Gerbils are great pets for families and individuals alike. They are active,
playful, and affectionate. If you're thinking about getting a gerbil, be sure to
do your research and provide your new pet with the best possible care.
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