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Nicol Williamson was a brilliant actor, but his career was marred by
alcoholism and mental illness. He was born in Scotland in 1936, and he
began acting as a child. He made his professional debut in 1956, and he
quickly became one of the most acclaimed actors of his generation.

Williamson was a versatile actor, and he excelled in a wide variety of roles.
He was known for his intense performances, and he was often praised for

his ability to bring complex characters to life. He was particularly acclaimed
for his performances in Shakespearean plays, and he was considered one
of the greatest Hamlets of all time.

Williamson's career reached its peak in the 1960s and 1970s. He starred in
a number of successful films, including /nadmissible Evidence (1968), The
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Reckoning (1969),and Excalibur (1981). He also starred in a number of
television shows, including Armchair Theatre (1966) and The Wednesday
Play (1967).

However, Williamson's career began to decline in the 1980s. He struggled
with alcoholism and mental illness, and he was often difficult to work with.
He made a number of poor career choices, and he eventually became
estranged from many of his friends and colleagues.

Williamson died in 2011 at the age of 75. He was a talented actor, but his
career was ultimately cut short by his personal demons.

The Early Years

Nicol Williamson was born in Hamilton, Scotland, on September 14, 1936.
His father was a coal miner, and his mother was a cleaner. Williamson had
a difficult childhood. He was often sick, and he was bullied by his
classmates. He found solace in acting, and he began performing in school
plays at a young age.

After graduating from high school, Williamson attended the Royal Scottish
Academy of Music and Drama. He graduated in 1956, and he made his
professional debut in a production of Macbeth at the Edinburgh Festival.

The Rise to Stardom

Williamson quickly became one of the most acclaimed actors of his
generation. He was known for his intense performances, and he was often
praised for his ability to bring complex characters to life. He was particularly
acclaimed for his performances in Shakespearean plays, and he was
considered one of the greatest Hamlets of all time.



Williamson's career reached its peak in the 1960s and 1970s. He starred in
a number of successful films, including /Inadmissible Evidence (1968), The
Reckoning (1969),and Excalibur (1981). He also starred in a number of
television shows, including Armchair Theatre (1966) and The Wednesday
Play (1967).

The Fall from Grace

However, Williamson's career began to decline in the 1980s. He struggled
with alcoholism and mental illness, and he was often difficult to work with.
He made a number of poor career choices, and he eventually became
estranged from many of his friends and colleagues.

Williamson's last major film role was in the 1995 film The Crossing Guard.
He retired from acting in 2001.

The Legacy of Nicol Williamson

Nicol Williamson was a talented actor, but his career was ultimately cut
short by his personal demons. He was a brilliant performer, and he was
able to bring complex characters to life with astonishing clarity. He was also
a troubled man, and his struggles with alcoholism and mental iliness
eventually took their toll.

Williamson's legacy is a mixed one. He was a great actor, but he was also
a flawed man. He was a victim of his own demons, and his career was
ultimately cut short by his personal struggles.
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