
Blacks in the Industrial City, 1900-1950:
Crosscurrents in African American Life
The early 20th century was a time of great change for African Americans in
the United States. The Industrial Revolution had created new opportunities
for employment in northern cities, and many Blacks migrated from the rural
South to take advantage of these jobs. However, life in the industrial city
was often difficult for Blacks. They faced discrimination in housing,
employment, and education, and they were often segregated from whites in
public spaces.
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Despite these challenges, Blacks also made significant progress during this
time. They established their own businesses and institutions, and they
played a major role in the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural movement that
celebrated African American art and literature. Blacks also fought for their
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rights during this time, and they made significant gains in the civil rights
movement.

The Great Migration

The Great Migration was a period of mass migration of African Americans
from the rural South to the industrial cities of the North, Midwest, and West.
This migration began in the early 20th century and continued until the
1970s. The Great Migration was caused by a number of factors, including
economic opportunities in the North, social and political oppression in the
South, and the desire to escape the Jim Crow system of segregation.

The Great Migration had a profound impact on both the South and the
North. In the South, the loss of a large number of African Americans led to
a decline in the agricultural economy and a rise in racial violence. In the
North, the influx of African Americans led to the growth of Black
communities in cities such as Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, and New York
City.

Life in the Industrial City

Life in the industrial city was often difficult for Blacks. They faced
discrimination in housing, employment, and education, and they were often
segregated from whites in public spaces. However, Blacks also found new
opportunities in the industrial city. They were able to find jobs in factories
and other industries, and they were able to establish their own businesses
and institutions.

One of the most important challenges that Blacks faced in the industrial city
was finding adequate housing. Many Blacks lived in overcrowded and
unsanitary slums, and they were often forced to pay exorbitant rents. In



some cities, Blacks were restricted to living in certain neighborhoods, and
they were often harassed by white landlords and neighbors.

Blacks also faced discrimination in employment. They were often relegated
to low-paying jobs, and they were often denied opportunities for
advancement. In some cases, Blacks were even fired from their jobs
because of their race.

Education was another major challenge for Blacks in the industrial city.
Many Black children were forced to attend segregated schools, and these
schools were often underfunded and overcrowded. As a result, Black
children often received a poor education, and they were less likely to
graduate from high school and college than white children.

Despite these challenges, Blacks also made significant progress in the
industrial city. They established their own businesses and institutions, and
they played a major role in the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural movement
that celebrated African American art and literature. Blacks also fought for
their rights during this time, and they made significant gains in the civil
rights movement.

Harlem Renaissance

The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural movement that flourished in the
Harlem neighborhood of New York City during the 1920s and 1930s. The
Harlem Renaissance was a time of great creativity and innovation in African
American art, literature, music, and theater.

The Harlem Renaissance was influenced by a number of factors, including
the Great Migration, the rise of Black nationalism, and the growing



awareness of African American history and culture. The Harlem
Renaissance was also a response to the discrimination and racism that
Blacks faced in the industrial city.

The Harlem Renaissance produced a number of important works of art,
literature, music, and theater. Some of the most famous figures of the
Harlem Renaissance include Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Duke
Ellington, and Louis Armstrong.

The Harlem Renaissance had a profound impact on American culture. It
helped to raise the visibility of African American artists and intellectuals,
and it inspired a new generation of Black activists and leaders.

World War II

World War II had a significant impact on the lives of Blacks in the industrial
city. Many Blacks served in the military, and they fought for their country
with distinction. However, Blacks also continued to face discrimination and
racism during the war. They were often segregated in the military, and they
were often denied opportunities for advancement.

Despite these challenges, Blacks also made significant progress during
World War II. They gained new skills and experience in the military, and
they were able to move into new jobs in the war industries. Blacks also
played a major role in the civil rights movement during World War II, and
they made significant gains in the fight for equality.

The Civil Rights Movement

The civil rights movement was a period of social activism that sought to end
racial segregation and discrimination in the United States. The civil rights



movement began in the 1950s, and it continued until the 1960s. The civil
rights movement was led by a number of important figures, including Martin
Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, and Malcolm X.

The civil rights movement used a variety of tactics to achieve its goals.
These tactics included nonviolent protests, sit-ins, boycotts, and marches.
The civil rights movement also used the courts to challenge segregation
and discrimination.

The civil rights movement was successful in achieving a number of
important goals. These goals included the desegregation of schools, the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
The civil rights movement also helped to raise awareness of the issue of
racial discrimination, and it inspired a new generation of activists and
leaders.

The early 20th century was a time of great change for Blacks in the
industrial city. They faced discrimination and racism, but they also made
significant progress. They established their own businesses and
institutions, they played a major role in the Harlem Renaissance, and they
fought for their rights during the civil rights movement.

The legacy of Blacks in the industrial city is complex and multifaceted. It is
a story of struggle and triumph, of discrimination and progress. It is a story
that continues to inspire and inform us today.
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