
Hollywood's Forgotten Star: Larry Parks, the
Man Behind Jolson
In the annals of Hollywood history, the name Larry Parks may not resonate
with the same immediate recognition as other iconic stars. Yet, behind this
enigmatic figure lies a tale of remarkable talent, profound struggles, and a
legacy that continues to captivate audiences.

A Star is Born

Born Lawrence William Parks on December 13, 1914, in Olathe, Kansas,
Larry Parks displayed an early aptitude for the performing arts. As a young
man, he honed his skills in local theater and vaudeville, eventually making
his way to New York City to pursue his dreams of stardom.
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Parks' Broadway debut came in 1940 with "Yokel Boy," a modest musical
revue. However, it was his performance in the 1942 play "Sons o' Fun" that
caught the attention of Hollywood executives.

In 1943, Parks signed a contract with Warner Bros. and made his film
debut in the musical comedy "The Lady Takes a Chance." While the film
was not a critical or commercial success, it introduced Parks to a wider
audience and laid the groundwork for his future breakthrough.

The Jolson Immortalization

The defining moment in Larry Parks' career came in 1946 when he was
cast as Al Jolson in Alfred E. Green's biopic "The Jolson Story." Jolson, the
legendary singer and entertainer, had died just a few months earlier,
leaving behind a void in the world of show business.

Parks' uncanny resemblance to Jolson, coupled with his extraordinary
singing and acting abilities, made him the perfect choice for the role. He
meticulously studied Jolson's mannerisms, vocal style, and stage
presence, immersing himself completely in the character.

When "The Jolson Story" premiered, it became an instant sensation. Parks'
performance was hailed as a tour de force, earning him an Academy Award
nomination for Best Actor. The film's success cemented Parks' status as a
top star and solidified his place in cinematic history as the man who
brought Jolson back to life on the big screen.

The Price of Fame

With his newfound fame came intense public scrutiny. Parks faced constant
comparisons to Jolson, and the pressure to live up to the legend took a



heavy toll on his personal life.

In 1948, Parks was called before the House Committee on Un-American
Activities (HUAC) to testify about his alleged communist affiliations.
Although he denied the charges, the damaging publicity surrounding the
hearings tarnished his reputation and led to a decline in his career.

Parks' subsequent films failed to achieve the same level of success as
"The Jolson Story," and by the early 1950s, his star had begun to wane. He
continued to act sporadically in television and film, but the days of his
Hollywood stardom were behind him.

Legacy and Remembrance

Despite the challenges he faced, Larry Parks left an enduring legacy in
Hollywood. His portrayal of Al Jolson remains one of the most iconic
performances in film history, a testament to his extraordinary talent and
dedication.

In 1987, Parks' contributions to the film industry were recognized when he
received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. He died in 1975 at the age
of 60, but his memory continues to live on through his unforgettable
performances and the lasting impact he made on the world of
entertainment.

Larry Parks' story is a poignant reminder of the triumphs and tribulations
that can accompany the pursuit of stardom. His remarkable talent and
tireless dedication paved the way for his greatest triumph, while the
pressures of fame and the vagaries of Hollywood ultimately took their toll.



As we look back on Larry Parks' extraordinary life, we are left with a
profound appreciation for his artistry and a sense of wonder at the enduring
power of his legacy. He may have been Hollywood's forgotten star, but his
unforgettable portrayal of Al Jolson will forever etch his name in the annals
of entertainment history.
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