
Nationalism, Identity, and Insurgency in the
Chicano Movement in Los Angeles, 1966: A
Deep Dive into a Pivotal Era
The Chicano Movement, a multifaceted social and political movement that
emerged in the mid-20th century, played a pivotal role in shaping the
identity, rights, and aspirations of Mexican Americans in the United States.
Los Angeles, a city with a significant Mexican American population, served
as a hub of Chicano activism and witnessed some of the movement's most
transformative events in 1966.

This article delves into the intricate relationship between nationalism,
identity, and insurgency within the Chicano Movement in Los Angeles
during that pivotal year. By exploring the origins, key events, and enduring
legacy of the movement, we can gain a deeper understanding of its
significance and the impact it continues to have on Mexican American
communities today.
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Origins and Context

The Chicano Movement emerged in the 1960s as a response to the
systemic discrimination and inequality faced by Mexican Americans in the
United States. Decades of discrimination in employment, housing,
education, and other areas had fostered a sense of frustration and
alienation within the community.

In Los Angeles, the movement gained momentum in the early 1960s with
the rise of organizations such as the Mexican American Political
Association (MAPA) and the United Mexican American Students (UMAS).
These groups advocated for increased political representation, improved
educational opportunities, and an end to police brutality.

The Year 1966: A Watershed Moment

The year 1966 marked a turning point in the Chicano Movement in Los
Angeles. It was during this year that the movement shifted towards a more
radical and confrontational approach, as activists sought to challenge the
status quo and assert their rights.

January: Walkouts and Protests
In January 1966, thousands of Mexican American students in East Los
Angeles walked out of their schools in protest against discriminatory
practices and overcrowded classrooms. The walkouts, which lasted for
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several days, brought national attention to the issues facing Mexican
American students and helped to galvanize the movement.

March: The Brown Berets
In March 1966, a group of young Chicano activists known as the Brown
Berets was formed in East Los Angeles. Inspired by the Black Panther
Party and other militant groups, the Brown Berets advocated for self-
determination and armed resistance against police brutality. They quickly
became a symbol of the more radical elements of the movement.

June: The Chicano Power Conference
In June 1966, the Chicano Power Conference was held in Los Angeles,
bringing together hundreds of activists from across the Southwest. The
conference issued a manifesto calling for self-determination, land rights,
and an end to US colonialism in Mexico.

August: The East Los Angeles Riots
In August 1966, the East Los Angeles Riots erupted after a police raid on a
local bar. The riots, which lasted for several days, resulted in the deaths of
two civilians and dozens of injuries. They exposed the deep-seated
tensions between the Mexican American community and the Los Angeles
Police Department.

Nationalism and Identity

The Chicano Movement in Los Angeles was driven by a strong sense of
nationalism and ethnic pride. Activists embraced the term "Chicano" as a
symbol of their Mexican American identity and a rejection of the derogatory
term "Mexican." They sought to promote Mexican American culture,
language, and history.



The movement also challenged the assimilationist policies of the US
government, which had discouraged Mexican Americans from embracing
their heritage. Instead, activists advocated for a bicultural identity that
celebrated both Mexican and American influences.

Insurgency and Resistance

As the movement grew more confrontational, some activists turned to
insurgency as a means of resistance. The Brown Berets, for example,
trained in self-defense and engaged in armed patrols to protect their
community from police brutality. Other activists disrupted public events and
engaged in civil disobedience.

While not all activists supported these tactics, they reflected the growing
frustration and anger within the community. The willingness of some
activists to use violence highlighted the desperation and urgency of the
movement.

Legacy and Impact

The Chicano Movement in Los Angeles had a profound impact on the city
and the nation. It raised awareness of the issues facing Mexican Americans
and helped to inspire other social justice movements. It also led to tangible
changes, such as increased political representation, improved educational
opportunities, and the creation of bilingual education programs.

The movement's legacy continues to resonate today. Many of the issues
that activists fought for, such as police brutality and educational inequality,
remain relevant in the 21st century. The Chicano Movement serves as a
reminder of the power of collective action and the importance of fighting for
social justice.



The Chicano Movement in Los Angeles in 1966 was a pivotal moment in
the history of Mexican Americans in the United States. Driven by a strong
sense of nationalism, identity, and insurgency, the movement challenged
systemic discrimination and inequality and laid the groundwork for lasting
social change.

By understanding the complex interplay of these factors, we can gain a
deeper appreciation for the movement's significance and its enduring
legacy in shaping the lives of Mexican Americans in Los Angeles and
beyond.
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This photograph captures the spirit of the Chicano Movement in Los
Angeles in 1966, as activists marched for their rights and asserted their
ethnic pride.
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