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Shawnee Sunrise Jeanie Johnson is a renowned Native American artist
who has spent her life capturing the beauty and spirit of the American West
through her vibrant and evocative paintings. Born in 1942 on the Shawnee
Reservation in Oklahoma, Johnson's art is deeply rooted in her cultural
heritage and personal experiences. Her work has earned her international
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acclaim and recognition, and it can be found in prestigious collections
around the world.

Early Life and Artistic Beginnings

Johnson's early childhood was spent on the Shawnee Reservation, where
she was surrounded by nature and the traditions of her people. She
developed a love for art at a young age, and she often accompanied her
father, a talented musician and storyteller, on his travels. Johnson's father
encouraged her artistic pursuits and provided her with guidance and
support.

In 1960, Johnson moved to California to study art at the Otis Art Institute in
Los Angeles. She graduated with honors in 1964 and began her
professional art career soon after. Johnson's early work focused on
abstract expressionism, but she gradually shifted to a more realistic style
that allowed her to express her connection to her Native American heritage.

Artistic Style and Themes

Johnson's paintings are characterized by their vibrant colors, bold
brushstrokes, and evocative imagery. She often depicts scenes from the
American West, including landscapes, animals, and Native American
people. Her work is deeply rooted in her own experiences and
observations, and she strives to convey the beauty and spirit of her
subjects.



Shawnee Sunrise Jeanie Johnson painting of a Native American woman

One of the most striking aspects of Johnson's art is her use of color. She
often employs bright, saturated colors that convey a sense of joy and
celebration. Her paintings are also notable for their strong sense of
movement and rhythm, which she creates through the use of fluid
brushstrokes and dynamic compositions.
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Johnson's paintings often explore themes of identity, culture, and history.
She celebrates the beauty and resilience of the Native American people,
while also acknowledging the challenges they have faced. Her work is a
testament to the power of art to bridge cultures and foster understanding.

Legacy and Influence

Shawnee Sunrise Jeanie Johnson has made a significant contribution to
the world of art. Her work has been exhibited in prestigious museums and
galleries around the world, and it is represented in numerous public and
private collections. Johnson has also received numerous awards and
honors for her achievements, including the National Medal of Arts, the
highest honor bestowed on artists and arts patrons by the United States
government.

Johnson's art has had a profound influence on other Native American
artists and has helped to raise awareness of Native American culture. She
is a role model and mentor for many young artists, and her work continues
to inspire and enchant people of all ages.

Shawnee Sunrise Jeanie Johnson is a master artist who has dedicated her
life to capturing the beauty and spirit of the American West. Her vibrant and
evocative paintings celebrate the heritage of her people and offer a glimpse
into a world that is both familiar and magical. Johnson's art is a true
treasure that will continue to inspire and enchant for generations to come.

Additional Information

Visit the Shawnee Sunrise Jeanie Johnson website:
https://www.shawneesunrisejeaniejohnson.com/



Explore Johnson's art at the Heard Museum in Phoenix, Arizona:
https://heard.org/

Learn more about Native American art at the National Museum of the
American Indian in Washington, D.C.: https://americanindian.si.edu/
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