
The Balfour Declaration: 67 Words That
Shaped 100 Years of Conflict
On November 2, 1917, the British government issued the Balfour
Declaration, a 67-word statement that expressed support for the
establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people" in Palestine. The
declaration was a major turning point in the history of the Middle East, and
its legacy continues to be debated today.
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The Balfour Declaration was issued during World War I, at a time when the
British were seeking to gain the support of both Jews and Arabs in the
Middle East. The declaration was seen as a way to appease the Zionist
movement, which was growing in strength at the time. However, the
declaration also angered many Arabs, who felt that it would lead to the
establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine at the expense of the Arab
population.
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The Balfour Declaration was never implemented, and its exact meaning
remains a matter of debate. However, the declaration has had a profound
impact on the history of the Middle East. It has been used by both Israelis
and Palestinians to justify their claims to the land. The declaration has also
been a source of tension between the two sides, and it has contributed to
the ongoing conflict in the region.

The Text of the Balfour Declaration

The full text of the Balfour Declaration is as follows:

“His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will
use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this
object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done
which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing
non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and
political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.”

The Impact of the Balfour Declaration

The Balfour Declaration has had a profound impact on the history of the
Middle East. It has been used by both Israelis and Palestinians to justify
their claims to the land. The declaration has also been a source of tension
between the two sides, and it has contributed to the ongoing conflict in the
region.

The Balfour Declaration has also had a significant impact on the
development of international law. The declaration is often cited as a



precedent for the creation of new states, and it has been used to justify the
establishment of Israel. However, the declaration has also been criticized
for its vagueness and for its failure to take into account the rights of the
Palestinian people.

The Legacy of the Balfour Declaration

The legacy of the Balfour Declaration is complex and controversial. The
declaration has been both praised and criticized, and it has had a profound
impact on the history of the Middle East. The declaration continues to be a
source of tension between Israelis and Palestinians, and it is likely to
remain a subject of debate for many years to come.

Additional Resources

* The Balfour Project * The Jewish Virtual Library: Balfour Declaration *
Palestine Facts: The Balfour Declaration: 100 Years of Catastrophe
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Exploring the Complexities of Identity and
Resilience in Chris Crutcher's "Losers Bracket"
Chris Crutcher's "Losers Bracket" is a powerful and poignant novel that
explores the intricate web of identity, resilience, and the challenges...

BWWM Enemies to Lovers Billionaire
Romance: A Captivating Journey of Passion
and Prejudice
In the realm of romance novels, the enemies-to-lovers trope stands as a
captivating pillar, captivating readers with its thrilling blend of conflict,
chemistry, and the...
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