
The Interplay of Power Politics and
Humanitarian Governance in Forced Migration
Forced migration is a global phenomenon that has become increasingly
prevalent in recent years, driven by a multitude of factors including conflict,
persecution, climate change, and economic instability. The complexities of
forced migration pose significant challenges to the international community,
requiring a nuanced understanding of the humanitarian principles that
guide assistance efforts and the political realities that shape policy
responses. This article examines the interplay between power politics and
humanitarian governance in forced migration, exploring how political
interests and humanitarian principles interact to shape the response to
displacement crises.

Power politics plays a significant role in determining the causes and
characteristics of forced migration. States may engage in military
interventions or support oppressive regimes, leading to the displacement of
populations. Political alliances and economic interests can influence the
policies and actions of states, affecting the protection and assistance
provided to displaced persons. For example, in the case of the Syrian
refugee crisis, geopolitical interests have shaped the responses of
neighboring countries and international actors, influencing the flow and
distribution of refugees.

Humanitarian governance encompasses the principles, norms, and
institutions that guide the provision of assistance to displaced persons.
International law, such as the 1951 Refugee Convention, provides a
framework for the protection and rights of refugees. Humanitarian



organizations play a crucial role in delivering aid, advocating for the rights
of displaced persons, and promoting durable solutions. The effectiveness
of humanitarian governance depends on the cooperation of states,
international organizations, and civil society actors.
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The relationship between power politics and humanitarian governance is
complex and often contradictory. Political interests can undermine
humanitarian principles, leading to inadequate or discriminatory responses
to displacement crises. States may prioritize national security or economic
concerns over the protection of displaced persons, resulting in violations of
human rights and the denial of access to asylum. Conversely, humanitarian
principles can serve as a countervailing force to power politics, challenging
the narrow pursuit of self-interest and promoting empathy and solidarity
with those affected by displacement.

The Rohingya Crisis: The forced migration of the Rohingya people from
Myanmar into Bangladesh is a prime example of the interplay between
power politics and humanitarian governance. International condemnation of
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the Myanmar government's actions has been tempered by geopolitical
considerations involving regional powers. The international response has
been compromised by the unwillingness of states to intervene militarily or
impose significant sanctions.

The European Migration Crisis: The influx of refugees and migrants into
Europe in 2015 exposed the challenges of balancing humanitarian
principles with political concerns. European states have adopted a range of
measures, from border closures to relocation schemes, reflecting the
tension between the obligation to provide protection and the desire to
control immigration.

The interplay between power politics and humanitarian governance poses
significant challenges to the effective response to forced migration. The
following are key challenges:

Underfunding and Inequality: Humanitarian appeals are often
underfunded, leading to inadequate assistance and protection for
displaced persons. Wealthier countries tend to shoulder a
disproportionate burden of responsibility, while poorer countries
hosting large refugee populations face significant financial and
logistical challenges.

Access and Protection Gaps: Displaced persons often face barriers
to accessing humanitarian aid and protection due to political and
security considerations. States may restrict access to territory or
impose discriminatory measures, leaving vulnerable populations
exposed to violence and abuse.



Durable Solutions: Finding durable solutions for displaced persons
remains a persistent challenge. Political factors can hinder the
repatriation, resettlement, or local integration of refugees and internally
displaced persons, prolonging their displacement and undermining
their prospects for a dignified life.

Despite these challenges, there are also prospects for improving the
interplay between power politics and humanitarian governance. The
following measures can contribute to a more effective and humane
response to forced migration:

Strengthening International Cooperation: Enhanced cooperation
among states, international organizations, and civil society actors is
essential for addressing the global challenges of forced migration. This
includes strengthening international legal frameworks, promoting
dialogue and burden-sharing, and providing financial and logistical
support to humanitarian organizations.

Promoting Humanitarian Principles: Humanitarian principles should
guide all responses to forced migration, regardless of political
considerations. States and international organizations have a
responsibility to prioritize the protection and well-being of displaced
persons, upholding their human rights and dignity.

Addressing Root Causes: Addressing the root causes of forced
migration, such as conflict, persecution, and poverty, is crucial for
preventing displacement and finding durable solutions. This requires a
concerted effort by states to promote peace and security, uphold
human rights, and address economic and social inequalities.



The interplay between power politics and humanitarian governance is a
defining feature of the global response to forced migration. While political
interests can shape displacement crises and undermine humanitarian
principles, humanitarian principles can also serve as a countervailing force,
promoting solidarity with displaced persons and advocating for their rights.
Addressing the challenges and harnessing the prospects for improving this
interplay is essential for ensuring a more effective, equitable, and humane
response to forced migration in the 21st century.
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