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Ann Weisgarber's The Promise is a powerful and moving work of historical
fiction that tells the story of two young women who are brought together by
the horrors of the Holocaust.

Lale Sokolov is a Slovakian Jew who is sent to Auschwitz in 1942. He is
assigned to work in the tattoo parlor, where he is responsible for tattooing
the identification numbers on the arms of the prisoners. Lale is a kind and
compassionate man, and he tries to do what he can to help the prisoners
survive. He often risks his own life to smuggle food and medicine into the
camp.

Gitta Furman is a Polish Jew who is sent to Auschwitz in 1944. She is a
strong-willed and determined young woman, and she refuses to let the
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Nazis break her spirit. Gitta works in the munitions factory, where she is
forced to make bombs that will be used to kill her own people.

Lale and Gitta meet in the camp hospital, and they quickly become friends.
They share their stories and their dreams, and they promise to help each
other survive. Lale promises to protect Gitta, and Gitta promises to give
Lale hope.

The Promise is a story of love, loss, and survival. It is a testament to the
human spirit, and it shows us that even in the darkest of times, there is
always hope.

Themes

The Promise explores a number of important themes, including:

= The power of hope. Lale and Gitta are both able to survive the
horrors of Auschwitz because they never give up hope. They believe
that they will one day be free, and they cling to that hope even when all
seems lost.

= The importance of compassion. Lale is a kind and compassionate
man, and he tries to do what he can to help the prisoners survive. He
often risks his own life to smuggle food and medicine into the camp.
Gitta is also a compassionate person, and she helps Lale to keep his
hope alive.

=  The strength of the human spirit. The prisoners of Auschwitz are
subjected to unimaginable horrors, but they never give up hope. They
find ways to survive, and they find ways to help each other. The
Promise is a testament to the strength of the human spirit.



Characters

The Promise features a number of well-developed and memorable
characters, including:

= Lale Sokolov. Lale is a Slovakian Jew who is sent to Auschwitz in
1942. He is assigned to work in the tattoo parlor, where he is
responsible for tattooing the identification numbers on the arms of the
prisoners. Lale is a kind and compassionate man, and he tries to do
what he can to help the prisoners survive.

= Gitta Furman. Gitta is a Polish Jew who is sent to Auschwitz in 1944.
She is a strong-willed and determined young woman, and she refuses
to let the Nazis break her spirit. Gitta works in the munitions factory,
where she is forced to make bombs that will be used to kill her own
people.

= Cilka. Cilka is a Polish Jew who is sent to Auschwitz in 1942. She is a
beautiful young woman, and she is forced to work as a prostitute in the
camp brothel.

= Dr. Mengele. Dr. Mengele is a Nazi doctor who is responsible for
performing medical experiments on the prisoners of Auschwitz. He is a
cruel and heartless man, and he takes pleasure in torturing his victims.

Symbolism
The Promise uses a number of symbols to convey its themes and ideas,

including:

= The tattoo. The tattoo is a symbol of the dehumanization of the
prisoners of Auschwitz. It is a reminder that they are not individuals,



but merely numbers.

= The barracks. The barracks are a symbol of the oppression and
suffering of the prisoners of Auschwitz. They are crowded, unsanitary,
and infested with lice and fleas.

= The gas chambers. The gas chambers are a symbol of the Holocaust.
They are a place of death and horror, where millions of innocent
people were murdered.

= The promise. The promise is a symbol of hope. It is a reminder that
even in the darkest of times, there is always hope for a better future.

The Promise is a powerful and moving work of historical fiction that tells the
story of two young women who are brought together by the horrors of the
Holocaust. It is a story of love, loss, and survival, and it is a testament to
the strength of the human spirit.

The Promise is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the Holocaust
or in historical fiction. It is a powerful and moving story that will stay with
you long after you finish reading it.
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p Chris Crutcher's "Losers Bracket" is a powerful and poignant novel that
explores the intricate web of identity, resilience, and the challenges...
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